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Rising Mississippi River Overtops Levees North of St. Louis 

 
 St. Louis, Mo. – The Army Corps of Engineers reports that eight levees north of St. 
Louis in Lincoln and Pike Counties, Mo., have overtopped.  These levees protect primarily 
agricultural property and are built to lower elevations than those that protect larger population 
centers.   
 
 Overtopping of a levee is not considered failure of that levee, according to the Corps.  
Overtopping is a phrase used by the Corps to identify a levee that has provided its design level 
of protection but flood waters have exceeded that level of protection.   
 

The eight impacted levees provided between 14 and 30 year levels of protection.  That 
is a statistical measure and not a calendar prediction of the frequency that water will rise above 
the levees during flooding.  For instance a 30-year levee may be expected to have about a 
three percent chance of being overtopped in any given year. 
 
 Corps statistics indicate that approximately 2,200 residents, close to 40,000 acres of 
agricultural land and portions of Hwy 79 are impacted by these overtoppings.  
 

Flood fighters remain in the threatened area around the clock, operating from the Corps 
area office in Elsberry, Mo.  With their local counterparts, they are patrolling other levees in the 
area that may be expected to be overtopped.  
 

Steps individuals can take who may be impacted by flood waters include: flood proofing 
structures and homes, removing valuables from the premise or out of basements and first 
floors if a second level is available; shutting off gas or other utilities; taking pets with them if 
they are evacuating, and listening to media for instructions of emergency responders in the 
area.      

 
The Corps in St. Louis also continues to urge people who live or travel near the rivers to 

continue to monitor water levels and in particular, not to drive into water covered roads.  They 
should turn back and take longer routes if necessary.  There are no short cuts to safety.  
 

Individual citizens and businesses are urged to make their needs and situations known 
to county and other emergency officials, who combine individual requirements and coordinate 
them with the Corps. 

 
- MORE - 
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To date the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in St. Louis has issued more than 974,000 
sand bags and 429 rolls of plastic sheeting.  This is part of a larger regional response where 
the Army Corps of Engineers in the Midwest has issued a total of 10 million sandbags, 1,200 
rolls of plastic sheeting and 88 pumps. 

 
For information about river stages the public can call the District’s Water Control Branch 

at 314-331-8342 or look online at http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil The District’s Emergency 
Management Office is also open 24 hours a day and can be reached at 314-331-8605. 

 
- END - 

 
Overtopped Levees  Date Overtopped 
Kissinger    17 June   
Elsberry    17 June  
Kings Lake   17 June 
Sandy Creek   17 June 
Foley     17 June 
Cap au Gris   17 June  
Brevator   17 June 
Pike Grain #4*  15 June 
 
*Special Note on Pike Grain #4: the levee was intentionally breached by the owner on June 13 
to minimize damages and the levee began to overtop 15 June.   
 
Maps showing location of levees in the St. Louis District are available at: 
http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/floodfight/maps.html 
 


